2                     FOLKDANCE  OF  MAHARASHTRA
There are, however, certain elements in folk-dance which
are useful for all times to any human society. The place of folk-
dance in society is determined by the form in which it is
presented and the purpose for which its existence is deemed
necessary. Maharashtra has a rich heritage. Most of the dance
forms and movements, the simple but effective instruments,the
easy but forceful tune of the dance-songs can make a substan-
tial contribution to the programme of physical education
of the province and of the country.
The present work is an attempt to study the extant
folk dances of a specific culture region-the Maharashtra-with a
view to evaluating their social significance and to show the
place occupied and purpose served by them in the complex
social fabric of the various communities inhabiting this region.
Before presenting the proper study of the various ele-
ments in the folk-dances of Maharashtra it will be in the
fitness of things to know something about the people belong-
ing to different castes, sub-castes and tribes in Maharashtra,
specially with reference to their physical surroundings, their
occupations, their social and economic status and their cultu-
ral level, in order to clearly understand their views on, attitude
towards, beliefs in, and the social significance they attach to
the folk-dances of their own groups or of other groups.
Maharashtra is divided by the Sahyadri in two main
natural divisions, the Ghat-side and Konkan. The Ghatside
is more or less a big plateau and the soil is black and
fertile. Konkan on the contrary is a narrow strip of
land stretching along the Sahyadri and is bounded on the
western side by the Arabian sea, The southern part of Kon-
kan specially is full of rocks and hills. As a consequence,
this part is far from fertile notwithstanding the fact that
Alfonso mangoes, so far known best in world are grown in
this part of Konkan only. The northern part comprising
Kolaba and Thana districts is comparatively fertile and
though the ranges of the Sahyadri penetrate at places right
up to the Arabian sea even in these districts, there are wide
plains wlj/re much rice is grown. On the Ghat-side, the
fertility of the soil affords the cultivator facility to grow prac-
tically any crop if there is adequate water supply.